VZCZCXRO2908 

00  RUEHAG  RUEHAO  RUEHAP  RUEHAST  RUEHAT  RUEHBC  RUEHBI  RUEHBL  RUEHBZ 
RUEHCD  RUEHCHI  RUEHCI  RUEHCN  RUEHDA  RUEHDBU  RUEHDE  RUEHDF  RUEHDH 
RUEHDT  RUEHDU  RUEHED  RUEHEL  RUEHFK  RUEHFL  RUEHGA  RUEHGD  RUEHGH  RUEHGI 
RUEHGR  RUEHHA  RUEHHM  RUEHHO  RUEHHT  RUEHIHL  RUEHIK  RUEHJO  RUEHJS  RUEHKN 
RUEHKR  RUEHKSO  RUEHKUK  RUEHKW  RUEHLA  RUEHLH  RUEHLN  RUEHLZ  RUEHMA 
RUEHMC  RUEHMJ  RUEHMR  RUEHMRE  RUEHMT  RUEHNAG  RUEHNEH  RUEHNG  RUEHNH 
RUEHNL  RUEHNP  RUEHNZ  RUEHPA  RUEHPB  RUEHPD  RUEHPOD  RUEHPT  RUEHPW  RUEHQU 
RUEHRD  RUEHRG  RUEHRN  RUEHROV  RUEHRS  RUEHSK  RUEHTM  RUEHTRO  RUEHVC 
RUEHVK  RUEHYG 
DE  RUEHC  #4498/01  0981843 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
O 081824Z  APR  09 
FM  SECSTATE  WASHDC 

TO  ALL  DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  POSTS  COLLECTIVE  IMMEDIATE 
RUEHFSI/DIR  FSINFATC  IMMEDIATE 

RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 
RUEATRS/DEPT  OF  TREASURY  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 
RUEHPH/CDC  ATLANTA  IMMEDIATE  7446 

RHMCSUU/ CDRAMC  FT  BELVOIR  VA/ /AMCMI-SS/ / IMMEDIATE 

RUEAHQA/HQ  USAF  WASHINGTON  DC//XOXXI//  IMMEDIATE 

RHMCSUU/HQ  AFOSI  DOQ  ANDREWS  AFB  MD//IVOA//  IMMEDIATE 

RHMCSUU/FAA  NATIONAL  HQ  WASHINGTON  DC//ACI-4 00//  IMMEDIATE 

RHMCSUU/ COMNAVAIRSYSCOM  PATUXENT  RIVER  MD//AIR103 IB//  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/NRC  WASHINGTON  DC/ /INFOSEC/ / IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/CDR  USCENTCOM  MAC DILL  AFB  FL/ /CC J2- JIT/ / IMMEDIATE 

RUCPCIM/CIM  NTDB  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RHMCSUU/ COGARD  INTELCOORDCEN  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/CDR  USPACOM  HONOLULU  HI  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/CDR  USSOUTHCOM  MIAMI  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RUEHTRO/AMEMBASSY  TRIPOLI  IMMEDIATE  6691 

INFO  RUESBKC/ATO  ASIA  IMMEDIATE  1847 
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SUBJECT:  Travel  Warning  - Sudan 

IQ.  The  Department  of  State  warns  U.S.  citizens  of  the 
risks  of  travel  to  Sudan  and  recommends  that  American 
citizens  defer  all  travel  to  Sudan  due  to  uncertain 
security  conditions  and  the  possibility  of  violence  and 
harassment  targeting  westerners.  On  April  9,  the 
Department  of  State  authorized  non-emergency  Embassy 
personnel  and  family  members  who  had  departed  Sudan  in 
March  2009  to  return  to  the  country.  This  Travel  Warning 
for  Sudan  replaces  the  Travel  Warning  issued  on  March  9, 

2009,  to  note  the  lifting  of  the  Embassy's  authorized 
departure  status. 

1.2.  In  March  2009,  the  government  of  Sudan  expelled 
numerous  aid  groups  from  the  country  and  senior 
government  officials  publicly  called  humanitarian  aid 
workers  "spies."  Officials  from  the  Sudan  Humanitarian 
Affairs  Commission  seized  the  finances  and  assets  of  many 
of  these  organizations,  as  well  as  personal  property  of 
aid  workers,  including  passports  and  laptop  computers. 

13.  Recent  protests  have  featured  sharp  anti-western 
rhetoric.  There  is  a continuing  possibility  that  ongoing 
protests  may  encourage  violent  action  against  Europeans 
and  Americans. 

14.  U.S.  citizens  residing  in  Sudan  despite  the  Travel 
Warning  should  have  their  own  contingency  plans  to  depart 
the  country  independent  of  the  Embassy.  U.S.  citizens 
should  be  prepared  to  leave  Sudan  in  the  event  of  an 
emergency,  given  the  volatile  political/security 
environment.  The  U.S.  Embassy  is  committed  to  assisting 
U.S.  citizens  to  the  extent  possible,  but  the  Embassy's 
ability  to  assist  Americans  is  limited,  and  dependant  on 
the  permissiveness  of  the  security  environment  in  Sudan. 

15.  On  January  1,  2008,  two  American  Embassy  employees 
were  assassinated  while  traveling  in  their  vehicle  in 
Khartoum.  In  May  2008,  the  city  of  Omdurman,  adjacent  to 
Khartoum,  was  attacked  by  armed  militias.  The  Embassy  has 
implemented  heightened  security  measures  to  protect 
Embassy  personnel  in  Sudan,  which  include  obtaining 


advance  permission  for  all  travel  and  modes  of 
transportation  to  be  used.  A trial  is  ongoing. 

1.6 . The  Department  of  State  continues  to  warn  U.S. 
citizens  against  all  travel  to  Sudan,  particularly  in  the 
Darfur  area,  where  violence  between  Sudanese  Government 
forces  and  various  armed  militias  continues.  Americans 
and  Europeans  have  been  victims  of  kidnappings, 
carjackings  and  armed  robberies  while  traveling  in  Sudan. 
There  have  also  been  several  incidents  of  hostage  taking 
of  European  NGO  workers  and  Chinese  oil  workers  over  the 
last  year,  as  well  as  a hijacking  of  a domestic  airline 
flight.  Land  travel  at  night  should  be  avoided. 

17.  Travelers  are  reminded  that  the  U.S.  Government  has 
received  information  on  terrorist  threats  aimed  at 
American  and  European  interests  in  Sudan.  Terrorist 
actions  may  include  suicide  operations,  bombings,  or 
kidnappings.  U.S.  citizens  should  be  aware  of  the  risk  of 
indiscriminate  attacks  on  civilian  targets  in  public 
places,  including  tourist  sites  and  locations  where 
expatriates  are  known  to  congregate,  and  commercial 
operations  associated  with  U.S.  or  European  interests. 
Anti-American/European  demonstrations  periodically  occur, 
mostly  in  the  capital  city  of  Khartoum. 

1.8.  Travel  anywhere  in  Sudan,  including  Khartoum  and  the 
adjacent  town  of  Omdurman,  is  potentially  dangerous. 
Militia  forces  have  instigated  sporadic  violence  and  have 
attacked  locations  in  Southern  Sudan.  Threats  have  been 
made  against  foreigners  working  in  the  oil  industry  in 
Upper  Nile  state. 

1.9 . The  Department  of  State  urges  American  citizens  to 
take  responsibility  for  their  own  personal  security  while 
traveling  overseas,  to  review  emergency  procedures  and 
contingency  plans,  and  to  remain  aware  of  their 
surroundings  at  all  times.  American  citizens  in  Sudan 
should  ensure  they  have  enough  water,  food,  and  supplies 
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in  stock  in  the  event  of  an  emergency.  The  dynamic 
political  situation  may  require  the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Sudan 
to  close  for  safety  and  security  reasons  without  much 
advance  notice.  The  Embassy  will  nevertheless  endeavor  to 
notify  American  citizens  of  any  such  closures  via  warden 
message,  posted  at 

http : //sudan . usembassy . gov/warden_mes sages . ht  ml 

1.10.  U.S.  citizens  should  note  that  the  Embassy  varies 
its  operating  hours  without  advance  notice  due  to  the 
dynamic  political  and  security  situation.  Services  for 
U.S.  citizens  are  available  by  appointment  only.  Requests 
for  an  appointment  can  be  made  by  e-mailing 
KhartoumConsular@state.gov.  American  citizens  may  request 
emergency  services  at  any  time,  but  the  ability  of  the 
U.S.  Embassy  to  assist  U.S.  citizens  in  an  emergency  is 
limited . 

1.11.  The  U.S.  Embassy  is  located  at  Sharia  Ali  Abdul 
Latif,  Khartoum;  tel.  (249-183)774-700/1/2/3  (outside 
Sudan);  tel  (0183)  774-700/1/2/3  (inside  Sudan).  U.S. 
citizens  may  contact  the  consular  section  by  phone  or 
email  KhartoumConsular@state.gov.  Additional  information 
and  U.S.  Embassy  warden  messages  are  available  on  our 
website:  http://sudan.usembassy.gov/.  For  after-hours 
emergencies,  please  call  (249-183)  774-7000/1/2/3  and  ask 
to  be  connected  to  the  duty  officer. 

1.12.  U.S.  citizens  should  also  consult  the  Department  of 
State's  Country  Specific  Information  for  Sudan  and  the 
Worldwide  Caution,  both  located  on  the  Department's 
Internet  website  at  http://travel.state.gov.  Safety  and 
security  is  also  available  toll-free  at  1-888-407-4747 
from  within  the  United  States  and  Canada,  or  at  regular 
toll  rates  at  1-202-501-4444  for  callers  outside  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  from  8:00  a.m.  to  8:00  p.m. 
Eastern  Time,  Monday  through  Friday  (except  U.S.  federal 
holidays ) . 

1.13.  Americans  living  or  traveling  in  Sudan  are 
encouraged  to  register  with  the  U.S.  Embassy  through  the 
State  Department's  travel  registration  website, 

https : //travelregistration . state . gov/ ibrs/ui/  . 


11.1 4.  Minimize  considered. 
CLINTON 


